
Subverting
Social Networks



How do you harness
the power

of a social network?



Gaming the System









Spamming











Re-Branding





Acting Normal



• Delicious

• Digg

• Spurl

• Reddit

• Blinklist

• Blogmarks





Challenges



Usernames



Cookies



Captchas



Javascript



Verification Emails



IP Blocking



Solution



1 Part:
Paid Blogging





Problem



Experiment failed.









“Sell-out”



Weekly Obligation.



Did not tap the 
‘long tail’



The blogosphere



The market tapped



The “Goldmine”



1Part:
Mechanical Turk









Popular & Profitable.



Solution:
Paid Social Networking



How does it work?



Advertisers place a bid.



Example:
$0.50 to review my 

product on MySpace.



User Verified and Paid.



Paid regardless of 
review quality/content.



Advertiser can rate 
user’s performance.



Example: $0.50 review, 
done excellently:

100 points.



$0.50 done poorly:
0 points



The more points a user 
has, the better the jobs 

they can get.



Principles



1) User must be able to 
review a product.



Not just a simple 
‘vote up’



(e.g. No Digging)



2) User must be able to 
say that they’re being paid.



The service must 
remain ethical.



The Services





User’s can befriend 
other users.



and write blog posts.





Users can add (and 
comment on) links.





Users can write
blog posts.



Paid blogging for 
everyone!



Other Services



Facebook



LinkedIn



Slashdot



Interested?
Contact:
John Resig
jeresig@gmail.com
http://ejohn.org/


